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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  T949 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS, 
HECKMONDWIKE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1949. 

I took  up  my  duty  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on 
June  20th,  and  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  up  to  that  date  Dr. 
Annabella  Marshall  acted  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Divi- 
sional Medical  Officer  for  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  services. 
To  Dr.  Marshall  thanks  are  due  for  the  work  she  did  during  this 
period,  and  I am  particularly  indebted  to  her  for  the  kindly 
introduction  I received  to  my  new  district. 

The  discussion  of  vital  statistics  in  terms  of  rates  per 
thousand  is  of  doubtful  value  where  the  actual  numbers  are  com- 
paratively small,  and  the  rates  given  are  liable  to  show  wide 
variation  from  year  to  year. 

While  the  birth  rate  is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  there  is 
a slight  rise  in  the  death  rate.  A study  of  the  causes  of  death 
shows  that  the  three  principal  causes  of  death,  viz.,  Heart  Disease, 
Apoplexy,  and  Cancer,  are  responsible  for  two-thirds  of  all  deaths. 

It  is  unsatisfactory  to  note  a further  rise  in  the  Infant 
Mortality  rate.  Only  four  of  the  eleven  deaths  under  one  year 
are  due  to  premature  birth,  and,  therefore,  not  wholly  preventable 
by  modern  practice. 

The  most  important  occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease  during 
the  year,  was  that  of  Poliomyelitis.  The  district  was  involved  in 
a large  outbreak  which  affected  the  whole  of  the  Heavy  Woollen 
District  of  the  West  Riding,  but  only  five  cases  were  notified,  one 
of  which  proved  fatal. 
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In  each  case  extensive  enquiries  were  made  regarding  the 
movements  of  the  patient  and  relatives,  immediately  before  the 
illness,  but  in  no  case  was  any  direct  contact  found  to  have  occurred 
with  other  cases.  Contacts  of  cases  occurring  in  other  areas  were 
also  kept  under  supervision  where  necessary.  In  view  of  the 
possible  spread  of  this  disease  by  infected  food  or  drink,  special 
enquiries  were  made  in  each  case  for  contacts  who  were  “food 
handlers.”  Two  such  contacts  were  suspended  from  work  for  the 
duration  of  the  incubation  period  after  the  patients  had  been 
removed  to  hospital.  Further  details  of  the  cases  are  given  in  the 
section  on  Infectious  Diseases. 

While  there  was  a marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Measles,  two  cases  were  fatal — one  from  Encephalitis,  a com- 
paratively rare  complication  of  the  disease. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified  during  the  year. 

No  other  infectious  disease  calls  for  special  comment. 

The  services  administered  by  the  County  Council  within  the 
District  were  carried  on  much  as  in  the  previous  year.  A report 
on  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  by  Dr.  Agnes  Jervis  appears  on  page  11. 
A feature  of  the  Maternity  Services  is  the  increasing  demand  by 
expectant  mothers  for  accommodation  in  hospital  for  their  confine- 
ments, in  spite  of  the  assistance  now  obtainable  through  the 
Domestic  Help  Service.  During  the  year  82  (55.4  per  cent.)  of 
all  registered  births  took  place  in  institutions. 

The  Day  Nursery  continued  its  useful  work  in  providing 
care  and  training  for  children,  and  had  a waiting  list  throughout 
the  year. 

Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  were  well 
maintained,  and  the  successful  work  in  this  clinic  is  to  no  small 
extent  due  to  the  regular  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  to 
mothers  and  children  in  their  own  homes. 

An  important  feature  of  the  Sanitary  Services  during  the 
year  was  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Regulations  controlling  the 


hygiene  of  milk  production  and  distribution.  The  control  of  Milk 
Production  has  passed  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  Sterilised  Milk  has  now  been  added  to  the  special 
designations  of  milk,  and  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  to 
dealers  in  this  type  of  milk. 

Close  liaison  between  the  Health  Services  and  Housing  is 
obtained  through  the  administration,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  of 
the  Council’s  “Points”  scheme  for  the  letting  of  Council  houses, 
although  this  adds  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  is  disappointing  to  record  that  the  total  number  of  houses 
let  by  the  Council  during  the  year  was  only  half  that  of  the  previous 
year,  although  the  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  showed 
an  increase. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Clark,  the  Council’s  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  the  report  on  the  Sanitary  Services. 

I also  wish  to  thank  Miss  K.  Lister,  chief  clerk  in  the 
Divisional  Health  Office,  for  her  assistance  in  producing  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  CAITHNESS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  — 

J.  F.  CAITHNESS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(from  20th,  June,  1949) 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare)  — 

ANNABELLA  MARSHALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Glasgow) 


to  20th  June,  1949. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  — 

AGNES  W.  JERVIS,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (St.  And.) 
(Part-time) 


Sanitary  Inspector  — 

JAMES  CLARK,  M.S.I.A. 
ONE  CLERK. 


Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  — 

ELSIE  WORTHINGTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  (New  Cert.) 


Day  Nursery  — 

EDITH  MAIR,  S.R.N.  (Matron) 

MARGARET  M.  LARGEY,  S.R.N.  (Deputy  Matron) 
3 STAFF  NURSES.  I WARDEN.  2 NURSERY 
ASSISTANTS.  3 NURSERY  STUDENTS. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  696 

Population  (Registrar-General's  Estimate)  8795 

Population  (as  per  Ration  Books)  ...  8778 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  2943 

Number  of  Separate  Families  ...  ...  3100 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £50,835 


Produce  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £197  7s.  6d 


7 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

FIRTHS — The  Net  Live  Births  (83  Male,,  64  Female)  ...  147 

The  Birth  Rate  is  therefore  16.7 

STILL-BIRTHS— Number  (3  Female)  3 

Rate  per  i,coo  Civilian  Population  0.34 

DEATHS — Totalled  (62  Male,  54  Female)  ...  ...  ...  116 

Giving  a Death  Rate  of  13.2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY— 

No  death  was  returned. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY— 

Deaths  of  Children  under  One  Year 

number  (4  Female,  7 Male)  ...  ...  11 

Giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  74.8 

DIARRHCEA  UNDER  TWO  YEARS— No  Death  was  returned. 


Csmparative  Figure — 


Rate  per  1,000 

England 

148  Smaller 

Civil  :an 

Sr.  Wales 

Towns 

He  ok  m one 

wike 

Population 

1948  1949 

1948 

1919 

1946 

1947 

1918 

1949 

Live  Births  ... 

I7.9  16.7 

19.2 

l8.0 

17.0 

24.6 

17.2 

16.7 

Still  Births  ... 

O.42  O.39 

0-43 

O.4 

O.726 

0-57 

0.23 

0-34 

Deaths 

(all  causes) 

10.8  11. 7 

IO.7 

11. 6 

I4.4 

I5-1 

11. 8 

13  2 

Rate  per  i.ooo  Live  Births  — 

- 

< 

Infantile 

Mortality  ... 

34  32 

32 

30 

64 

33-8 

61.0 

74.8 

Diarrhoea  under 

two  years  ... 

3.3  Nil 

2.1 

Nil 

7.O9 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Causes  of  Death 


8 


Causes  of  Death: — 


Ages  at  Death 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Under  1 month 

j 1 month  & 

l under  6 months 

1 

6 months  & 
under  1 year 

1 & under  2 

2 & under  5 

l 

| 5 & under  15 

15  & under  25 

l 

— 25  & under  45 

1 

— 45  & under  65 

65  & upward 

</) 

4-> 

0 

H 

2 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

6 

8 

Cancer  of  Breast 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  respiratory  system 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

1 

18 

19 

Other  diseases  of  heart 

1 

1 

9 

23 

34 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

4 

3 

7 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

Ulceration  of  the  stomach  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

All  other  cases 

4 

4 

TOTAL 

5 

5 

1 

- 

1 

2 

3 

5 

23 

68 

113 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths — 

Prematurity 
Broncho  Pneumonia 

Abscess  of  Lung  with  Staphylococcal  Empyema 
Measles 

Accidental  Asphyxia 


4 

4 

i 

i 

i 


Total 


n 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  Day  Nursery,  at  Cemetery  Road,  has  given  excellent 
service  throughout  the  year. 

Accommodation  is  available  for  forty  children.  Staff  includes 
Matron  (Mrs.  Mair,  S.R.N.),  Deputy  Matron  (Miss  Largey, 
S.R.N.),  Nurses,  Probationers  and  Domestic  Staff.  Hours  of 
duty  7 a.m.  to  6 p.m.,  Weekdays. 

Three  meals  are  provided;  training  of  the  children  is  under- 
taken, and  the  Nursery  is  approved  by  the  National  Society  of 
Children’s  Nurseries  as  a training  centre  for  children’s  nurses.  A 
training  scheme  for  Probationers  is  in  operation,  which  qualifies  for 
the  Nursery  Nurses’  Certificates. 

ATTENDANCES 

Average  Daily  Attendance 

Under  2 
Over  2 

Number  of  Days  Open  ... 

PROMOTION  of  CLEANLINESS  and  ELIMINATION 
of  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

Regular  inspections  are  carried  out  in  the  schools  by 
the  Health  Visitor,  and  advice  given  to  the  parents  regarding 
cleansing. 

A Special  Hair  Oil  is  now  used  for  verminous  conditions  of 
the  head  due  to  lice  and  nits.  Opportunity  for  re-infestation  occurs 
most  frequently  during  school  vacations,  and  treatment  was  most 
successful  where  standards  of  maternal  care  were  high. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

Number  of  Visits  paid  during  te  year  by  the  Health 
Visitor: — 


1949 


(a)  To  Expectant  Mothers 

(b)  To  Children  under  1 year 

(c)  To  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 

years 

School  Nursing  Duties 

Visits  to  Schools  ... 


256 

901 

892 


hi 


School  Clinic 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the 
Administrative  Authority  in  this  Area  for  School  Medi- 
cal Services,  including  the  School  Clinic. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends  weekly  for 
consultation. 


Number  of  Scholars  who  attended  the  Clinic 

Infant  Welfare  Centre 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  during  the  year: — 
By  Infants  under  1 year 
By  Children  1 to  5 years 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centre 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  and  who  on  the  date  of 
their  first  attendance  were:— 

Under  1 year 
Between  1 and  5 years 

Total  number  of  children  attending  the  Centre 
during  the  year,  who  at  the  end  of  the  year  were: — 
Under  1 year  ... 

Between  1 and  5 years 


590 


2640 

635 


142 

14 


127 

169 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  HECKMONDWIKE 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC,  1949 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  register  in  1949 
was  149,  which  includes  28  carried  forward  from  the  previous  year, 
and  47  not  delivered  by  December  31st,  1949.  These  mothers 
made  a total  of  510  attendances  which  gives  an  average  of  3.4  per 
mother,  rather  higher  than  the  average  for  1948. 

The  reduced  number  of  mothers  was  undoubtedly  due,  in 
large  measure,  if  not  wholly,  to  the  facilities  offered  by  the  National 
Health  Service.  Nevertheless,  it  is  significant  that  the  numbers, 
both  of  patients  and  attendances),  were  well  maintained,  proving 
the  necessity  for  the  continuation  of  a clinic  of  this  kind. 

Speaking  generally,  the  health  of  the  mothers  was  good,  no 
doubt  due  to  the  special  provisions  made  available  to  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  by  the  National  Health  Service,  which,  I am  glad 
to  say,  are  well  taken  advantage  of.  There  is,  however,  one 
exception  to  this  statement,  and  it  is  that  there  is  a general 
disinclination  to  avail  themselves  of  the  free  Dental  Service — a state 
of  affairs  much  to  be  regretted,  as  oral  hygiene  means  so  much  to 
the  health  of  the  mother  and  her  infant. 

In  previous  reports  I have  found  it  necessary  to  call 
attention  to  the  number  of  mothers  suffering  from  varicose  veins, 
caused,  in  most  cases,  by  the  nature  of  their  employment  prior  to 
marriage  and  the  need  for  the  introduction  of  supports.  Now  that 
elastic  stockings  are  available  as  a free  provision  under  the  National 
Health  Service,  that  need  has  been  satisfactorily  met. 

One  of  the  main  functions  of  the  clinic  is  the  grouping  of  the 
blood  and  the  furnishing  of  each  mother  with  a card  indicating  her 
group  and  Rh  factor.  The  number  of  specimens  taken  for 
examination  was  80  of  which  58  were  Rh  + ve  and  22  Rh — -ve. 
Where  a mother  was  in  the  latter  group,  her  blood  was  re-examined 
frequently  towards  the  end  of  the  pregnancy  and  her  husband’s 
blood  was  also  examined.  The  husbands  attended  willingly.  The 
mothers  were  enjoined  to  present  their  card  without  fail  to  their 
doctor  or  midwife  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 


in  this  connection,  I should  like  to  pay  a tribute  to  the 
Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Service  at  Wakefield  and  Leeds,  for 
the  prompt  and  courteous  way  in  which  they  deal  with  the 
specimens  and  forward  the  results. 

Turning  to  the  Post-Natal  Clinic  held  at  the  close  of  each 

Ante-Natal  session,  I regret  to  report  that  the  clinic  is  not  well 

attended.  During  the  year  the  number  of  patients  seen  was  only 
5.  The  explanation  probably  is  that  in  the  absence  of  any 
untoward  symptoms,  they  feel  that  attendance  is  unnecessary. 
Nevertheless  they  should  realise  that  a final  check-up  of  their 
health  after  the  completion  of  labour  and  the  puerperium  is 
essential. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  without  grateful  reference 
being  made  to  the  loyal  and  efficient  services  of  Miss  Worthington, 
the  sister-in-charge  of  the  clinic.,  and  also  to  the  two  District  Mid- 
wives, as  well  as  to  the  staff  of  the  office,  who  are 

responsible  for  all  arrangements. 


AGNES  W.  JERVIS. 


ist  November,  1950. 


Defects  Classified 


Alimentary  and  Respiratory 

Cardiac 

Urinary  ... 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy 
Hyperpyesis 
Varicose  Veins  ... 

Deformed  Pelvis 
Miscellaneous  


Results  of  Labours 

Normal  Delivery  

Twins 

Premature 

Forceps  for  protracted  labour 

Breech  presentation  .., 

Premature  Breech 

Compound  presentation  (face  and  head) 

} Breech 

Prematurity 

Caesarean  Section.  Severe  Toxaemia 
Not  yet  delivered 
Transferred  to  other  district 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Post-Natal  Clinic 


Healthy  ... 

Prolapse 

Prolapse  and  vaginitis 

Vaginitis 

Pseudocyesis 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


Infectious  Diseases 

All  Ambulance  Services  are  now  controlled  by  the  West 
Riding  County  Council,  under  the  terms  of  the  National  Health 
Services  Act. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTION 

OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Water  Supply 

The  Area  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Dewsbury  and  Heck- 
mondwike  Water  Board.  The  water  is  moorland  surface  water 
supplied  direct  from  the  mains  to  each  house  in  the  Area,  and 
during  the  year  has  been  sufficient  in  quantity.  The  reports  of 
samples  of  water  submitted  for  examination  by  the  Engineer  to  the 
Water  Board  show  the  following  results: — 


No.  of 

Number 

Samples 

taken 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Doubt- 

ful 

Raw  Water 

24 

11 

8 

5 

Treated  Water 
(going  into  supply) 

182 

164 

6 

12 

Six  samples  of  water  taken  from  dwellinghouses  in  the 
District  were  found  on  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  to 
he  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  water  taken  on  two  occasions  during  the  year, 
and  examined  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  plumbo  solvent  action 
of  the  supply,  revealed  no  lead  content. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

There  has  been  no  extention  of  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal 
works  and  no  extension  of  sewers  to  serve  existing  properties.  The 
12”  sewer  in  Leeds  Old  Road  was  extended  by  250  yards  to  receive 
sewage  from  the  Dale  Lane  Housing  Estate  on  which  650  yards  of 
new  sewer  was  laid. 

In  connection  with  drainage  defects  and  reconstruction,  179 
visits  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  testing. 


Closet  Accommodation 


During  the  year  49  water  closets  have  been  constructed  in 
connection  with  new  properties  and  17  additional  closets  have  been 
provided  for  existing  properties  as  follows: — 

Dwellinghouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

and  the  following  conversions  have  taken  place: — 

Waste  water  closet  to  water  closet  (washdown)  ...  1 

Trough  closets  (automatic  flush)  to  water  closets 
(washdown)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Closet  accommodation  provided  in  the  District  is  made  up 
as  follows: — 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  3253 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  62 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Chemical  Closets  ...  ...  ...  4 

During  the  year  84  visits  have  been  made  in  respect  of 
closet  accommodation  and  25  notices  served  in  respect  of  70 
nuisances  or  defects  found  in  connection  with  119  premises. 
21  notices  in  respect  of  64  nuisances  or  defects  in  connection  with 
109  premises  have  been  complied  with.  Nuisances  in  this  connec- 
tion arise  mainly  in  relation  to  closets  or  blocks  of  closets  used  in 
common. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances 

Number  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  144 


Number  of  Nuisances  found  during  1949  ...  222 

Number  of  Nuisances  outstanding  at  end  of 

1948  37 

Total 259 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1949  ...  131 


Number  of  Nuisances  outstanding  at  end  of 

1949  

To  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances 

113  Informal  Notices,  and 
12  Statutory  Notices  were  served, 

and 

77  Informal  Notices,  and 

10  Statutory  Notices  were  complied  with. 


128 


The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  was  464. 


Control  of  Infestation 

Only  two  complaints  of  BED  BUG  infestation  were  received 
during  the  year,  but  seven  houses  were  found  upon  inspection  to  be 
infested.  In  respect  of  these  infestations,  and  to  effect  control, 
sixteen  houses  were  treated  at  the  expense  of  the  owners. 

Advice  has  been  given  during  the  year,  insecticide  powder 
supplied  and  liquid  spraying  undertaken,  where  necessary,  in 
cases  of  infestations  reported  and  found  in  which  such  insect  pests 
as  cockroaches,  fleas,  ants  and  gooseberry  mites  were  concerned. 

During  the  year  34  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
control  of  insect  infestations. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Sewer  Infestation 

Maintenance  treatments  for  sewer  rat  infestations  were 
carried  out  in  April  and  September,  and  on  the  first  occasion  bait 
takes  were  recorded  in  46.30  per  cent,  of  the  manholes,  this  figure 
being  reduced  to  21.05  Per  cent,  on  the  second  occasion. 

Surface  Infestations 

Seventeen  premises,  made  up  as  follows,  have  been  treated 
during  the  year: — 

Council  Refuse  Tip  and  Sewage  Works  ...  1 


Other  Council  Premises 
Dwellinghouses 
Business  Premises 


4 

9 

3 


The  total  “Estimated  Kill”  was  362  rats  and  102  bodies  were 
collected. 

In  the  cases  of  19  rat  infested  premises,  drainage  defects 
were  found  to  be  the  source  of  infestation  and  necessary  repairs  and 
reconstruction  were  carried  out  following  the  service  of  notices. 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  rodent  control  work 
numbered  154. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Nine  observations  of  30  minutes’  duration  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  in  two  cases  excessive  emissions  of  black  smoke  were 
noted  and  cautions  issued. 


Caravan 


One  caravan  was  stationed  in  the  District  and  action  was  in 
progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  following  refusal  of  the  Council  to 
grant  a licence.  Seven  visits  were  made  in  this  connection. 


Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 


Refuse  collection  is  in  operation  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
District,  two  refuse  vehicles  of  7 cub.  yard  capacity  Deing  used. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  land  situate  at 
the  Sewage  Works. 


Number  of  metal  dustbins  in  use  ...  ...  2972 

_ Number  of  ashpits  in  use  ...  ...  ...  58 

T.  C.  Q. 

1'otal  weight  of  refuse  collected  ...  2060  10  2 

Average  weight  of  refuse  per  house  ...  14  0 cwts. 

The  net  cost  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  amounts 
to  £2,710  2s.  5d.,  giving  a cost  of 

18s.  3d.  per  house 

£312  17s.  6d.  per  thousand  population 
and  £1  6s.  3jd.  per  ton. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  salvage  collected  and  sold 
during  the  year. 

T.  C.  Q. 


Paper 

Ferrous  Metals 

Textiles 

Bones 


119  11  3 

2 15  0 
o 13  0 
4 11  o 


The  value  of  salvaged  materials  sold  ...:  £878  18  9d. 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  recovered  during  the  year  was 
the  highest  since  salvage  work  commenced. 


There  is  no  organised  collection  of  Kitchen  Waste  by  the 
Council,  but  49  waste  bins  are  maintained  and  rented  to  local  pig 
keepers  who  have  adequate  means  for  sterilization. 

In  connection  with  arrangements  for  refuse  collection  and 
salvage  263  visits  were  made. 

During  the  year  846  visits  were  made  regarding  storage 
accommodation  for  refuse  and  in  this  connection 

155  Informal  Notices,  and 

3 Statutory  Notices  were  served, 

and 

131  Informal  Notices,  and 

1 Statutory  Notice  were  complied  with. 

The  number  of  defective  dustbins  replaced  was  ...  125 

The  number  of  additional  dustbins  provided  for 

(a)  Existing  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  New  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...'  25 

The  number  of  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  52 

The  number  of  dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  243 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
(Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948) 

Part  I of  the  Act. 

i.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


M/c 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

No.  on 
Regis- 
ter 

(3) 

Number  of 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

C) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occs. 

pros. 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

34 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

2 

102 

8 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 

premises) 

3 

2 

3 

TOTAL 

138 

9 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three 
or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  ‘ ‘cases'’) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Particulars 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

Found 

Rem- 

edied 

Referred 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

To  H.M.I  By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

1 

_ 

10 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — - 

TOTAL 

60 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

Overcrowding 


19 

HOUSING 


Dwellings.  Families.  Persons. 


i.  Number  of  cases  of  Overcrowding  at 


the  end  of  1948  ... 

85 

102 

500 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Overcrowding 
reported  during  1949 

M 

15 

77 

Number  of  cases  of  Overcrowding 
relieved  during  1949 

30 

42 

177 

Number  of  cases  of  Overcrowding  at 
the  end  of  1949  ... 

69 

75 

400 

Erection  of  Houses 

During  the  year  25  new  dwellinghouses,  made  up  as 
follows,  were  completed  and  occupied: — 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  — 

Traditional  type  (3  bedroom)  ...  ...  17 
Traditional  type  (4  bedroom)  ...  ...  3 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  — 

Traditional  type  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Re-housing 

The  number  of  houses  let  by  the  Council  during  the  year  was 
26,  of  which  4 were  let  to  families  without  separate  homes,  and  the 
number  of  persons  re-housed  was  131. 

During  the  year  thirteen  exchanges  between  Council  Estate 
houses  and  privately  owned  houses  have  been  authorised.  In  ten 
of  these  cases  temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  or  post-war 
permanent  houses  were  concerned  and  the  reason  given  for 
requesting  exchanges  has  been  mainly  that  of  hardship. 

In  addition  to  the  above  lettings  by  the  Council  the  following 
number  of  lettings  of  privately  owned  houses  took  place:— 

1.  To  persons  not  previously  being  householders  ...  68 

2.  To  persons  being  householders  and 

(a)  resident  in  Heckmondwike  ...  ...  45 

(b)  resident  outside  Heckmondwike  ...  ...  40 
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Demand  for  Houses 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  34  in  the  number  of  outstand- 
ing applications  for  Council  houses  during  1949  and  the  Register 
of  Applications  at  the  end  of  the  year  show  this  number  to  be  282. 
This  total  can  be  classified  as  follows: — 

I.  Applications  from  Heckmondwike  residents:— 


(a) 

having  separate  homes,  with 

(i)  insufficient  accommodation 

...  90 

(ii)  sufficient  accommodation 

...  59 

(b) 

sharing  homes,  with 

(i)  insufficient  accommodation 

...  34 

(ii)  sufficient  accommodation 

...  24 

Applications  from  persons  resident 
mondwike: — 

outside  Heck 

(a) 

having  separate  homes,  with 

(i)  insufficient  accommodation 

...  19 

(ii)  sufficient  accommodation 

...  18 

(b) 

sharing  homes,  with 

(i)  insufficient  accommodation 

...  32 

(ii)  sufficient  accommodation 

6 

Of  the  75  families  known  to  be  overcrowded,  only  25  have 
submitted  applications  for  Council  houses,  and  many  of  the  others 
have  stated  that  they  do  not  wish  to  be  re-housed,  particularly  in 
the  post-war  houses. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  — Production  and  Distribution 


Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops: — 

Number  of  Cowsheds 

Average  number  of  Milch  Cows  ... 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  registered 

Number  of  Dairies  ... 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk 

Number  of  Milkshops 

Number  of  inspections  made  of  Cowsheds, 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 


5 

56 

3 

5 

17 

17 

29 


The  above  figures  are  in  respect  of  the  application  of  legisla- 
tion concerning  milk  control  for  the  period  of  the  year  up  to  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 
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Examination  of  Milk 

Two  samples  of  ‘ ‘Pasteurised”  Milk  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination.  Reports  on  the 
examination  indicate  that  both  samples  satisfied  the  Phosphatase 
Test  applied,  but  one  sample  did  not  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test.  A note  to  the  report  states  that  the  test  in  this  case  was 
invalid  on  account  of  the  high  atmospheric  shade  temperature  at  the 
time  of  arrival  at  the  Laboratory. 

Of  three  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  biological 
examination  as  to  the  presence  of  T.  bacilli,  one  gave  a "Positive’' 
result.  The  report  was  followed  up  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  whose  final 
report  indicated  that  the  milk  from  the  herd  concerned  had  been 
certified  as  non-tuberculous. 

Milk  — Licensing  and  Registration 

The  following  licences  under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order  and  Regulations,  1936-46,  were 
granted: — 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  Designation  "Pasteurised"  ...  3 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  Designation  "Tuberculin 

Tested"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suuplementary  Licence  to  use  the  Designation  "Pas- 
teurised" ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  Designation  "Tuberculin 

Tested"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

With  the  coming  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1949,  of  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949,  the  following  Licences  were  granted: — 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  Designation  "Sterilised"  ...  24 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1949,  23  Distributors  were  registered. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  the 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  1 

(In  this  case  the  "cold  mix"  method) 
is  used) . 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  the  Sale 

of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(In  nine  cases  "pre- wrapped"  ice  cream 
only  is  sold). 
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During  the  year  32  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with 
the  sale  and  manulacture  of  ice  cream. 

In  connection  with  the  application  of  Article  5 of  the  Ice 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  it  was  decided  by  the 
Council  to  apply  the  following  standard  which  was  also  adopted 
by  the  Councils  of  a number  ot  adjoining  Districts: — 

The  sale  of  Ice  Cream  from  Stalls,  Barrows,  Vehicles,  etc.,  shall 
be  “pre-packed”  Ice  Cream  from  refrigerated  containers 
unless  the  following  conditions  are  observed: — 

1.  A covered  container  of  Sodium  hypochlorite  solution  and 

clear  rinse  water  to  be  provided  for  the  cleansing  of 
utensils,  servers,  etc. 

2.  Facilities  for  hand  washing  and  rinsing  to  be  available  with 

an  adequate  supply  of  clean  towels. 

3.  All  structures  and  vehicles  shall  be  fitted  with  an  adequate 

refrigerated  storage  space  and  shall  be  protected  from 
dust,  dirt,  etc.,  by  means  of  an  overall  roof  covering  and 
screens  on  three  sides. 

The  attention  of  all  retailers  of  Ice  Cream  to  be  drawn  to 
the  need  for  the  strict  observation  of  the  rules  of  personal  hygiene. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  is  one  Licensed  Slaughterhouse  in  the  District  at  which 
only  the  pigs  of  domestic  pig  keepers  (on  the  authority  of  the  Food 
Executive  Officer)  have  been  slaughtered.  The  carcases  and 
organs  of  38  pigs  slaughtered  at  these  premises  were  inspected  at 
the  time  of  slaughter. 

A portion  of  the  licensed  slaughterhouse  is  used  as  the  Meat 
Distribution  Centre  for  the  District  and  regular  visits  are  made 
regarding  the  handling  of  meat. 

Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  found  upon  inspection  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  was  — 

1 ton,  4 cwts.,  2 qrs.,  8 lbs. 

which,  with  the  exception  of  such  as  could  be  salvaged  for  use  as 
animal  feeding  stuff,  was  destroyed. 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  made  of 
food  premises: — 


Bakehouses 

6 

Meat  Shops 

10 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

16 

General  Foodshops 

18 

Cafe  Kitchens 

10 

Markets  (Inspection  of  Food  Stalls) 

28 

The  demolition  and  reconstruction  of 

a meat  shop  has  been 

completed  and  in  the  case  of  two  other  unsatisfactory  premises 
alternative  accommodation  is  being  sought. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District  (Summary) 

The  following  is  a summary  of  visits  made  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  District: — 

Number 
of  Visits. 

Premises  re  Abatement  of  Nuisances  (Structural)  368 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Animals  or  Birds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stables 1 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drainage  — Testing 40 

Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

Closets  — Water  72 

Pails  or  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Refuse  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  846 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Refuse,  Collection  and  Disposal,  and  Salvage  ...  263 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Swimming  Bath  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Waste  of  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

General  Foodshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cafe  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Markets  (Inspection  of  Food  Stalls)  ...  ...  28 

Premises  re  Inspection  of  Food  14 

Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Ice  Cream  — Vendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Shops  19 

Manufacturer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Housing  — Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Re-housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Factories  — Mechanical  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Non-Mechanical  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sampling  — Water  ...  q 

Milk  — Bacteriological  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Visits,  Interviews,  etc.  ...  ...  824 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

From  1947  to  1949  notifications  received  in  respect  of 


Infectious  Disease  (excluding 

Tuberculosis) 

distributed  as 

follows: — 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Scarlet  Fever  

15 

22 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

24 

52 

51 

Diphtheria  

1 

I 

I 

Measles  

68 

IOO 

27 

Acute  Pneumonia 

, , , — — = 

— 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

I 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

I 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

— 

2 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

I 

_ — , 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

. . . - — 

I 

- — „ 

Chicken  Pox  

. . . ■ — — 

I 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

All  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type.  Eight  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital. 

Measles 

Two  cases  were  fatal.  One  a child  of  1 month.  The  other, 
a child  of  4 years,  was  removed  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  and 
developed  Encephalitis. 

Poliomyelitis 

The  first  case  was  notified  on  July  20th  and  the  last  on 
September  1st. 

The  ages  of  the  cases  were: — 

Males  23,  3 months. 

Females  23,  1 year,  seven  months;  10  months. 

The  fatal  case  was  the  female  patient,  aged  23,  who  was 
8 months  pregnant  and  died  shortly  after  admission  to  hospital. 
I11  all  cases  paralysis  of  one  or  more  groups  of  muscles  required 
treatment  after  the  period  of  isolation  was  completed. 

immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  return  was  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Under  5 5 — 15 

Estimated  Number  of  Children  in  Authority’s  Area  at 

31st  December,  1949  713  1075 

Number  of  Children  Immunised 565  1053 
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Tuberculosis 

New  Cases 

Male.  Female.  Total 

Pulmonary 

5 1 6 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 2 3 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Age  Groups 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0-  1 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1-  5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5-10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10-15 

— 

1 

15-20 

■ — 

■ — 

— 

— 

20-25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

3 

— 

— 

— - 

35-45 

- — 

— 

— 

45-55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55-65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  Over 

~ 

- 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis 


(a)  No.  on  Register  at  commencement  of 
year 


PULM.  NON-PULM. 
M F M F 

14  ii  63 


(b)  No.  of  cases  notified  for  first  time 

during  year  ...  ...  ...  5 1 


1 3 


(c)  No.  of  cases  restored  to  Register  ...  — 1 

(d)  No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register  4 1 

(e)  No.  of  cases  remaining  on  Register  15  12 


\ 


- ■* 


Senior  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
Herald"  Office,  Heckmondwike. 


